
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
CITY COMMISSION – MARGATE CITY 

 
 
SEPTEMBER 26, 2017                              MARGATE CITY, NEW JERSEY 
 
 
THE PRESS AND THE DOWNBEACH CURRENT WERE NOTIFIED OF THESE 
MEETINGS AND A COPY OF SAME WAS POSTED ON THE BULLETIN BOARD AND 
THE MUNICIPAL WEBSITE 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners was held on the above date at 4:00 p.m.  
The meeting began with a flag salute and roll call: Mayor Becker, Mr. Amodeo and Mr. 
Blumberg were present. Chief Wolfson, Mr. Deaney and Mr. Abbott were also present. The 
minutes from September 26, 2017, Workshop, Regular and Capital were approved as read on 
motion by Mr. Blumberg, second by Mr. Amodeo with a vote of three ayes.  
 
 
Public Comment: 
 
John Sewell- 22 West Drive- Speaks on taxpayer money with regards to Shared Services and 
School Board. 
Art Cautilli- 114 N. Lancaster Ave. Speaks on School Systems class sizes. 
John Gottlieb – 109 S. Quincy Ave. Speaks on Beach Replenishment Project and the inability to 
use Quincy Ave. beach for a very long time. He inquires as to the completion date. Mr. 
Blumberg informs Mr. Gottlieb that right now Quincy Avenue is the staging area. 
Larry Campbell- Balsley Losco- Speaks on Rental and Sales impact since “Beach Replenishment 
Project” started. He request a completion date be set for May 2018. 
Lynn Gottlieb- 109 S. Quincy Avenue. Speaks on the effect to the rental business for this 
community and the need for the dunes to be astatically pleasing. 
Elaine Charny - 14 S. Brunswick- Speaks on beach condition due to the fall out pipes. She 
inquires as to the location of the handicap access locations. 
Mel Taylor- 4800 Boardwalk, Ventnor, NJ- Presents a digital on Petition against “Beach 
Replenish Project”. 
Dan Gottlieb - 407 N. Nassau Ave. – Inquires as to the “Hold Harmless” clause of the contract 
with the NJDEP. Mr. Amodeo states that no such issue has come to the table. Mr. Becker 
reiterates that there is no such clause. 
Elaine Charny - 14 S. Brunswick Ave. – States that the final placement of fall out pipes as well 
as timing of “Dunes Replenish Project” is acceptable. 
Steve Woerner- 101 N. Sumner Ave. – Speaks on improvement of Dunes Replenishment Project 
and commends Commission for job well done. Speaks on City’s over staffing.  
Glenn Klotz- 118 N. Barclay Ave. – Gives the opinion that the drainage design is not working. 
Michael Fishbein- 106 S. Barclay Ave. – Inquires as to a warranty for the work once completed 
by the Army Corps of Engineer. Mr. Becker responds that when the work is finished the Army 
Corps of engineers will not be back. 
Carol Armon - 4 Dolphin Drive- Inquires as to the lack of percolation the street side of the dune 
and inquires as to what will happen when beach in front of the dunes is eroded due to storms. 
Robert Block – 4 N. Brunswick Ave. - Speaks on beach access for disabled residents and 
visitors. 
Loretta Greenberg- 101 S. Barclay Ave. – inquires as to on beach access for disabled residents 
and visitors. Inquires as to who will have to maintain and pay for future replenishments.  
Patty Lees - 8203 Atlantic Ave. - Inquires as to the deck at Huntington Avenue near the Pavilion. 
Johanna Casey- Reads Public Notice regarding a stop all shell fish harvesting and fishing in the 
back bay into the record. 
 
Seeing that there were no further comments, a motion to close the Public Comments was put 
forth by Mr. Amodeo, second by Mr. Blumberg with a vote of three ayes. 
 
Public Comment on Resolutions and Ordinance Adoption: 
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Seeing that there were no further comments, a motion to close the Public Comments on 
Resolutions or Ordinance items was put forth by Mr. Blumberg, second by Mr. Amodeo with a 
vote of three ayes. 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 
 
RESOLUTION #169-2017 MARGATE CITY BILL LIST / PAYROLL SEPTEMBER 26, 
2017 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of the City of Margate City, are in receipt of the bi-
monthly claims submitted by the Chief Financial Officer for payment: 
 

BILLS LIST AMOUNT:    $262,110.75  

PREVIOUSLY PAID:    $224,746.27      

PAYROLL ACCOUNT   –   September 14, 2017 

CURRENT ACCOUNT    $524,174.11  

WATER & SEWER    $ 59,295.26 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners does hereby 
approve the Margate City Bill List / Payroll, and that all claims and bills attached here to be paid 
in full. 
  

ROLL CALL: 

 
NAME MOTION SECONDED YES NO ABSTAINED ABSENT 

Becker   X    

Amodeo  X X    

Blumberg X  X    
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RESOLUTION #170-2017 AUTHORIZATION INCREASEOF EXPENDITURE 
$23,000.00  FOR LEGAL SERVICES TO BE PERFORMED BY  THE KLEHR, 
HARRISON, HARVEY, BRANZBURG, LLP LAW FIRM  
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of the City of Margate City has determined to engage 
the law firm of Klehr, Harrison, Harvey, Branzburg, of 1835 Market Street, Philadelphia, PA 



REGULAR MEETING ________________________________    SEPTEMBER 26, 2017 
 

19103, to represent the City as an advocate and in legal matters including the institution of legal 
proceedings against the NJDEP and other necessary parties so as to attempt to resolve issues 
with regard to the Absecon Island Shore Protection Plan-Dunes; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body has determined the need to authorize the expenditure of 
$25,000.00 for legal services by said law firm as per Resolution #155-2017 dated August 3, 
2017; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body has now determined the need to increase the authorized 
expenditure of monies for legal service $23,000.00 by said law firm for a total amount 
$48,000.00 for additional services rendered; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified to the City Commissioners that there are 
sufficient funds in the amount of $23,000.00 available under Hurricane Sandy Emergency – 
spending account C-01-12-001-002 for the increase of this contract.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the City of 
Margate City, County of Atlantic and State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 
 1.  The Mayor is hereby authorized to accept and bind the City of Margate City to the 
proposal for legal services which is attached hereto as Exhibit A.  
 
 2.   The Governing Body does hereby authorize the expenditure of up to $48,000.00 for 
legal services to be performed by the law firm of Klehr, Harrison, Harvey Branzburg, LLP as 
may be deemed necessary to protect the interests of the City of Margate City.  
 
 3.   The aforesaid expenditure is subject to certification as to the availability of funds and 
may be done incrementally.    
 
ROLL CALL: 
 

NAME MOTION SECONDED YES NO ABSTAINED ABSENT 

Becker X  X    

Amodeo   X    

Blumberg  X X    

 
RESOLUTION #171-2017 AUTHORIZED PAYMENT - COLMAR HOME CENTER 
 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of the City of Margate City, are in receipt of the bi-
monthly claim as submitted by the Chief Financial Officer for payment as follows: 
 
 

COLMAR HOME CENTER   $346.30 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners does hereby 
approve the Margate City Bill for Colmar Home Center, attached hereto be paid in full. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 

NAME MOTION SECONDED YES NO ABSTAINED ABSENT 

Becker     X  

Amodeo  X X    

Blumberg X  X    
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RESOLUTION #172-2017 DECLARING CLOSED SESSION 
 

 
WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the 
exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 
 
WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Margate, County 
of Atlantic as follows: 
 
1.  The Public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter 

specified subject matters. 
 
2.  The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed is as follows: 
 

C1. Dune Litigation 
 
3.  It is anticipated at this time that the Municipal Clerk shall on a six (6) month basis, 

review the minutes of closed sessions of the City of Margate and make a recommendation 
to the Governing Body which minutes should be considered for public record. The 
minutes which are made public shall not thereafter be treated as confidential, but may be 
seen and copied by any person(s) in the same manner as any meeting minutes of the City 
of Margate. 

 
4.  This resolution shall take effect immediately 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 

NAME MOTION SECONDED YES NO ABSTAINED ABSENT 

Becker   X    

Amodeo  X X    

Blumberg X  X    

 
 
With no further business this meeting was adjourned on motion by Mr. Blumberg, second by Mr. 
Amodeo with a vote of three ayes. 
 
Board of Commissioners of the City of Margate City, New Jersey 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Mayor, Michael Becker  
 
 
_____________________________         
Commissioner John F. Amodeo 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Commissioner Maury Blumberg 
 
 
Attest:  ___________________________ Johanna Casey, Municipal Clerk 


