
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
CITY COMMISSION – MARGATE CITY 

 
 
February 16, 2017                   MARGATE CITY, NEW JERSEY 
THE PRESS AND THE DOWNBEACH CURRENT WERE NOTIFIED OF THESE 
MEETINGS AND A COPY OF SAME WAS POSTED ON THE BULLETIN BOARD AND 
THE MUNICIPAL WEBSITE 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners was held on the above date at 4:30 p.m.  
The meeting began with a flag salute and roll call: Mayor Becker and Mr. Blumberg were 
present. Chief Wolfson and Mr. Abbott were also present. The minutes from February 2, 2017, 
Workshop, Regular and Capital were approved as read on motion by Mr. Blumberg, second by 
Mayor Becker with a vote of two ayes. 
 
Public Comment: 
John Sewell- 22 West Drive- Speaks in regards to School Budget. 
 
Seeing that there were no further comments, a motion to close the Public Comments was put 
forth by Mr. Blumberg, second by Mayor Becker with a vote of two ayes. 
 
Public Comment on Resolutions and Ordinance Adoption: 
 
Seeing that there were no further comments, a motion to close the Public Comments on 
Resolutions or Ordinance items was put forth by Mr. Blumberg, second by Mayor Becker with a 
vote of two ayes. 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 
RESOLUTION #38-2017 MARGATE CITY BILL LIST / PAYROLL 
FEBRUARY 16, 2017 

 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of the City of Margate City, are in receipt of the bi-
monthly claims submitted by the Chief Financial Officer for payment: 
 

BILLS LIST AMOUNT:    $584,467.09  

PREVIOUSLY PAID:                                              $      545.62 

 

PAYROLL ACCOUNT   –   February 16, 2017 

CURRENT ACCOUNT    $458,798.54  

WATER & SEWER    $ 56,442.73 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners does hereby 
approve the Margate City Bill List / Payroll, and that all claims and bills attached here to be paid 
in full. 
  

ROLL CALL: 
 

NAME MOTION SECONDED YES NO ABSTAINED ABSENT 

Becker X  X    

Amodeo      X 

Blumberg  X X    
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RESOLUTION #39-2017 AUTHORIZING RECEIPT OF BIDS  
2017 LANDSCAPE MANTENANCE OF VARIOUS PUBLIC PROPERTIES 
AND VENTNOR AVENUE PARKWAY LANDSCAPING 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of the City of Margate City is desirous of receiving 
bids for the following: 
  
 1.  2017 LANDSCAPE MANTENANCE OF VARIOUS PUBLIC PROPERTIES 
 2. VENTNOR AVENUE PARKWAY LANDSCAPING 
 
located in the City of Margate, County of Atlantic, NJ; and 
 
WHEREAS, specifications for the aforesaid items will be on file in the City Clerk’s Office, and 
will be available for inspection. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the City of 
Margate, County of Atlantic that it does hereby authorize the City Clerk to advertise for bids for 
the aforesaid item as per the specifications on file and will be received by the City Administrator 
in the Margate City Hall Meeting Room, 9001 Winchester Avenue, Margate City, New Jersey on 
a date to be determined. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the 
following: 
 
 1.  Lisa McLaughlin, Chief Finance Officer 
 2.  Frank Ricciotti, Department of Public Works  
 3.  Ed Walberg, City Engineer 
            4.  Roger McLarnon, Purchasing Agent 
 
ROLL CALL: 

NAME MOTION SECONDED YES NO ABSTAINED ABSENT 

Becker  X X    

Amodeo      X 

Blumberg X  X    

 
 
 
RESOLUTION #40-2017 PLANNING BOARD SOLICITOR - 2017 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of the City of Margate has determined it has a 
need for a Planning Board  “Board” attorney to render legal assistance to the Board in relation to 
all matters within the jurisdiction of the Board; and  
 

WHEREAS, Stanley Bergman, Jr., Esq. 3120 Fire Road, Suite 202, Egg Harbor 
Township, NJ 08234 has demonstrated that he has the necessary experience and qualifications to 
perform same; and  
 

WHEREAS, this contract is awarded without competitive bidding because it is a 
Professional Services Contract and is as an exception to the Local Public Contracts Law N.J.S.A. 
40:11A-5 (1) (a) (i). 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Commissioners of the City of 
Margate City, County of Atlantic and State of New Jersey as follows: 
 
1. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute and the City Clerk to attest  

to a contract in an amount not to exceed $25,000.00 between the City  
of Margate and Stanley Bergman, Jr., Esq. for the performance of  
Board related matters. 

2. This contract is awarded without competitive bidding because it is a  
Professional Services Contract and is as an exception to the Local Public Contracts Law 
N.J.S.A. 40:11A-5 (1) (a) (i). 

3. The hourly fee for legal services is $150.00.  
4. The contract shall not exceed twelve consecutive months in accordance  

with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5. 
  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolute be forwarded to the 
following: 

 
1. Stanley Bergman, Jr., Esq 
2. Lisa McLaughlin, CFO 

 
ROLL CALL: 
 
NAME MOTION SECONDED YES NO ABSTAINED ABSENT 

Becker X  X    

Amodeo      X 

Blumberg  X X    
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R E S O L U T I O N #41-2017 PERSON TO PERSON TRANSFER 
(INACTIVE LICENSE) 

WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a place to place transfer (Person to Person) of 
Plenary Retail Distribution License 0116-44-002-006, heretofore issued to JEMM Hospitality, 
Inc. for a pocket license, Margate , NJ 08402: and 
 
WHEREAS, the submitted application forms is completed in all respects, the transfer fees have 
been paid and the license has been properly renewed for the current license term; and 
 
WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according to all standards established by 
Title 33 of the New Jersey Statues, regulations promulgate thereunder, as well as pertinent local 
ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commissioners of the City of Margate 
of the County of Atlantic, does hereby approve, effective February 16, 2017 the transfer of the 
aforesaid Plenary Retail Distribution Licensed to Tribbs Liquors LLC, and does hereby direct the 
Municipal Clerk to endorse the license certificate to the new ownership as followed: “The 
license, subject to all its terms and conditions, is hereby transferred to Tribbs Liquors LLC, 
effective February 16, 2017 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution be forwarded to 
the following: 
 

1. David Wolfson, Chief of Police 
2. Lisa McLaughlin, Chief Finance Officer 
3. Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control 

ROLL CALL: 
 
NAME MOTION SECONDED YES NO ABSTAINED ABSENT 

Becker  X X    

Amodeo      X 

Blumberg X  X    

 
 
 
R E S O L U T I O N #42-2017 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF REDEMPTION  
MONIES TO OUTSIDE LIEN HOLDER 
 
WHEREAS, at the Margate City Municipal Tax Sale held on December 16, 2016 a lien was sold  
on Block 123  Lot 1,  also known as 9004 Ventnor Avenue  in Margate City for 2015 
unpaid, taxes and, 
 
WHEREAS, this lien, known as Tax Sale Certificate #16-4 
was sold to US BANK CUST FOR PC5 BV002 TRST 7 CRDTR, for a 0% redemption fee and a 
$58,900.00  premium; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Certificate  16-4 has been redeemed in the amount of $27,922.61 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the treasurer be authorized to issue a check in 
the amount of $27,922.61 payable to US BANK CUST FOR BV002 TRST & CRDTR., for 
redemption of Tax Sale Certificate #16-4 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Treasurer be authorized to issue a check in the 
amount of $58,900.00 (Premium) to the aforementioned lienholder. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the 
following:  

 
1.    Lisa McLaughlin, Finance Manager  

           2.    Linda Morgan, Tax Collector 



REGULAR MEETING ____________________________________          February 16, 2017 
 

ROLL CALL: 

 
 
R E S O L U T I O N #43-2017 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF REDEMPTION  
MONIES TO OUTSIDE LIEN HOLDER 
 
WHEREAS, at the Margate City Municipal Tax Sale held on December 13, 2013 a lien was sold  
on Block 623  Lot 7,  also known as 518 N Union Avenue  in Margate City for 2012 
unpaid, taxes and, 
 
WHEREAS, this lien, known as Tax Sale Certificate #13-9 
was sold to Garden State Investment, for a 0% redemption fee and a $15,300.00  premium; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Certificate  #13-9 has been redeemed in the amount of $65,989.76 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the treasurer be authorized to issue a check in 
the amount of $65,989.76 payable to Garden State Investment for redemption of Tax Sale 
Certificate #13-9 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Treasurer be authorized to issue a check in the 
amount of $15,300 (Premium) to the aforementioned lienholder. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the 
following:  
 
 1.    Lisa McLaughlin, Finance Manager  
           2.    Linda Morgan, Tax Collector 
 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL: 

 
 
RESOLUTION#44-2017 A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF MARGATE CITY, 
COUNTY OF ATLANTIC, STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING A MUTUAL AID 
MEMORANDUM OF THE UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE CITY OF VENTNOR 
CITY AND BOROUGH OF LONGPORT 
 
WHEREAS, a need to facilitate mutual assistance between the City of Margate City, City of 
Ventnor City and Borough of Longport exists; and 
WHEREAS, a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was prepared to define the working 
relationship between Margate City Office of Emergency Management, The Borough of Longport 
Emergency Management, and Ventnor City Office of Emergency Management; and  
WHEREAS, this Memorandum of Understanding will assist in the preparing for and responding 
to disaster situations at all levels with Atlantic County, New Jersey. 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of the City of 
Margate City, County of Atlantic and State of New Jersey that the Mayor is hereby authorized to 
execute, on behalf of the City of Margate City, the aforesaid Mutual Aid Memorandum of 
Understanding. 
 
 
 

NAME MOTION SECONDED YES NO ABSTAINED ABSENT 

Becker  X X    

Amodeo      X 

Blumberg X  X    

NAME MOTION SECONDED YES NO ABSTAINED ABSENT 

Becker X  X    

Amodeo      X 

Blumberg  X X    
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ROLL CALL: 
 

NAME MOTION SECONDED YES NO ABSTAINED ABSENT 

Becker  X X    

Amodeo      X 

Blumberg X  X    

 
RESOLUTION #45-2017 RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF MARGATE IN SUPPORT 
OF ATLANTIC COUNTY PLEDGING NON-ACCEPTANCE OF LESS THAN ITS FAIR 
PERCENTAGE OF PILOT PROGRAM REVENUES 

 
WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey passed into law a PILOT program to benefit Atlantic City 
wherein, under expected circumstances, the City will receive no less than $120 million per year 
in lieu of property taxes for the next budget year and a number of years thereafter from casinos 
operating in Atlantic City; and 
WHEREAS, a portion of those funds are payable by the City of Atlantic County, as has always 
been the care for property taxes, to sustain the County budget and fund the services the County 
provides to its citizens, including Atlantic City citizens; and  
WHEREAS, the PILOT program legislation notably and significantly fails to provide direction 
and guidance concerning the actual portion of the funds that are to be paid by the City to Atlantic 
County of the County budget and the services the County provides, arguably a major flaw in the 
PILOT program legislation inasmuch as the legislation fails to take into account Atlantic 
County’s reliance on the City’s payments and did not protect the County’s financial integrity 
with regard to the same; and 
WHEREAS, State officials and agencies having oversight and responsibilities for fair 
administration of the PILOT program legislation instead have suggested the City and County 
negotiate their positions on the subject; and 
WHEREAS, in preforming its due diligence in calculating a fair and reasonable sum, the 
Atlantic County Board of Taxation reviewed and analyzed tax receipts from the City over the 
years and determined the City historically paid the County approximately 13.5%, net of any 
refunds, the actual figure being higher, of its tax revenues, and the County secured the verbal 
consent of both Assemblyman of the County, and the Mayor of Atlantic City at a meeting of 
Atlantic County Mayors, Freeholders and Legislators to the figure, and in addition thereto the 
Mayor of Atlantic City signed an agreement with the County to that same effect; and 
WHEREAS, Atlantic County did not cause or create the City’s financial losses in its tax 
revenues brought on by the sharp decline of the City’s casino industry and was not allowed to 
participate with the City in its defense of multiple casino tax appeals that led to huge losses in tax 
revenues by the City and an obligation on the City’s part to refund millions of dollars to the 
casinos that successfully appealed their taxes; and   
WHEREAS, it would be patently unfair and unjust to allow and force large losses to the 
County’s budget process by serious shortfalls in payments by the City to the County, which in 
turn would require the County to significantly curtail its services to the City and County, or force 
a big increase in County taxes to its taxpaying citizens Countywide; and 
WHEREAS, Atlantic County deems the current circumstances to be very unfair to the County, 
will cause serious distortion, disruption and stress to the County Budget needs and process, and 
will cause a drastic reduction in services and/or a large and unnecessary tax increase 
Countywide. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Margate City Board of Commission that it 
support the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Atlantic County that it is unable and 
cannot justify to its taxpayer citizens Countywide acceptance of less than 13.5%, net refunds, of 
the City’s PILOT program funds that were promised, and cannot accept an agreement for less. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Margate City Board of Commissioners support the Board 
of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Atlantic authorizes the County Executive and 
Administration of the County to withhold payment that may be claimed to be due to Atlantic 
City from the County resulting from any tax appeals until such time as an agreement is entered 
unto between Atlantic City and the County of Atlantic assuring that the County of Atlantic will 
timely receive from the City as its fair share 13.5%, net of refunds, on all PILOT program funds 
paid tot eh city by casinos. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this Resolution be directed to the 
governmental body of each Atlantic County municipality, the Mayor’s Association of Atlantic 
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County, the Governor, Senate and Assembly and legislative teams representing any portion of 
Atlantic County.  
 
ROLL CALL: 
 

NAME MOTION SECONDED YES NO ABSTAINED ABSENT 

Becker X  X    

Amodeo      X 

Blumberg  X X    

 
 
 
 
With no further business this meeting was adjourned on motion by Mr. Blumberg, second by 
Mayor Becker with a vote of two ayes. 
 
 
Board of Commissioners of the City of Margate City, New Jersey 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Mayor, Michael Becker  
 
 
_____________________________         
Commissioner John F. Amodeo 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Commissioner Maury Blumberg 
 
 
Attest:  ___________________________ Johanna Casey, Municipal Clerk 


